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Introduction

What is Oxford Word Skills?

Oxford Word Skills is a series of three books for students
to learn and practise new vocabulary.

Oxford
Word Skills

[T

Oxford

&
.’Pu* _

S e | i S

Oxford
\_Nord Skills

elementary (CEFR levels Al and A2)  intermediate (CEFR level B1) upper-intermediate - advanced
(CEFR levels B2 and C1)

There are over 2,000 new words or phrases in each level, and all of the material can be used in the classroom or
for self-study.

How are the books organized?

Each level contains 100 units of vocabulary presentation and practice, with a unit being 1-2 pages, depending on
the size of the topic. New vocabulary is presented in manageable chunks, then immediately followed up with practice
exercises, usually on the same page.

The units are grouped within modules containing 3-12 units each. A majority of the modules are topic-based, e.g.
Feelings and emotions, Geography, Air travel, but some modules have a language focus, e.g. Prepositional phrases,
Using verbs with reflexive pronouns, Phrasal verbs.

At the front of the Intermediate level you will find:
* a list of all the 'spotlight’ boxes

At the back of the Intermediate level you will find:
e alist of vocabulary-building tables

e 3 list of common irregular verbs

* an Answer key for all the exercises

* aWord list of all the vocabulary taught with a reference to the units where each item appears and the CEFR level for
words/phrases in the Oxford 3000™/5000™ or Oxford Phrase List™

Oxford Word Skills comes with the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary app, which allows learners to find the meaning
of new words in English and provides a pronunciation mode! for the words. You will find pronunciation exercises
throughout the book which refer you to the @ to check the correct pronunciation.
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4 | English punctuation

A Al

1 full stop 2 comma 3 colon 4 semicolon
1 \ {
D l. |
Ao ; \ ' :
S apostrophe 6 question mark 7 slash 8 brackets
9 dash 10 exclamation mark 11 hyphen 12 quotation marks

— —_—— e e s e = e e ——— S ——

Some important punctuation rules

A full stop is used at the end of a sentence that is A colon is often used to introduce further details
not a question or an exclamation, and is sometimes such as an explanation or a list, e.g. The shop is full of
used in abbreviations. Each new sentence must antiques: tables, chairs, wardrobes, mirrors and so on.

begin with a capital letter. _ . _ _ ot
A semicolon is sometimes used in formal writing

A comma in writing is like a pause in speech. It is used: instead of a full stop when two sentences are very
* to separate parts of a sentence, e.qg. Afterweleft, closely connected. It is also used to separate two

someone tried to phone us. main clauses, e.g. | went round this morning; nobody
* often between adjectives, e.g. He bought a was there. These are often clauses not joined by a
powerful, expensive car. link word such as and or but.
® to separate words in a list, though it is usually Apostrophes show where we have left letters out of

omitted before and, e.q. Iwentto France, Germany, .o 4 e.g. I'm = I am; don't = do not; /d = I would

Italy and Spain. OR I had. They are also used to show that something
e when words or phrases interrupt the normal order belongs to somebody or something, e.g. Mark’s car =
of a sentence, e.g. / decided, however, thatIneeded the car belonging to Mark; the children’s room.

something to eat first.

abbreviation ashort form of a word: TVis an abbreviation interrupt stop sth or sb so that it or they cannot
for television. continue
capital letter A B Care capital letters; a b c are small letters, further more, extra: Do you have any further
pause a short period of time when sb stops talking questions?
separate keep people or things away from each other details small pieces of information about sth
list a series of names, items, or numbers: instead of sb/sth i the place of sb/sth
a shopping list, a list of countries connect put two or more things together SYN join
omitformal  If you omit sth, you don‘tinclude it. such as You use such as to introduce an example.
syNleave sth out SYN like

- ————————————— MELAL LANGUAGE INSTTUTE ———————————————
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1 cap

2 patterned top
pattern n

wool/woollen jacket
4 denim skirt

5 coloured tights

Gabby’s dressed in casual clothes.

Sarah’s got earrings on. Logan’s got gloves on.
earrings 11 aplain shirt
a striped cotton blouse 12 raincoat
stripe n 13  gloves
necklace 14  tight jeans
fur jacket
baggy trousers

underwear [U]: 1 bra

2 knickers p/ 3 underpants p// 4 vest
pants pl inf

have/have got sth on be wearing sth:
s Gabby has/has got a cap on.

getting dressed and wearing clothes

get dressed put your clothes on:
» Sarah got dressed quickly this moming. OPp get undressed

be dressed (in sth) wearing clothes of a particular type or colour:  do sth up fasten a jacket, blouse, etc.:

= Sarah’s dressedin brown.

s Sarah did her blouse up. 0PF undo sth

Daily life

MELAL LANGUAGE INSTITUTE
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45 ) Shapes and lin

£5

circle n, circular adj square n rectangle n triangle n pointn
round adj square adj rectangular adj triangular adj pointed adj
. Ssight o &
diamond-shaped adj shell-shaped adj m anglen

chartn

diagram n

o Complete the words.
» staig h t
t

s s s
o e e

cu___

Vi b wWN-

mplete the sentences.
. has three straight sides.

A swimming poolisusually .. .
A clock is usually in the shape of a
A ball has a surface.

Co
r
1
2
3
4
5 A shape with all four sides the same length is

o What can you see in the pictures?
-

2 heart-shaped cake / a cake in the shape of 2 heart

curven

SPOTLIGHT

chmdescrlhe!!nufmhgsmhgshmorm

= What shape is your living room? ~ It's rectangular.
= gcard inthe shape of aleaf = apoolin the shape of a heart

Aknife hasasharp ______
A anda
drawings that explain something.

Atriangle has threeinternal ..
A star and a diamond are two different

are

A slice of pizza is usually
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46 | A painting

The painting Bathers at Asniéres by Georges Seurat shows a typical scene of nineteenth-century leisure and
the developing industry in this suburb of Paris. In the foreground, we see a group of workmen on their day
off, having an enjoyable afternoon on the bank of the river. In the distance, you can just see the factory
where they probably work. Everyone is looking out at the river and ignoring each other, even the little dog.
We can sense the heat of the summer’s day: the bright sunshine, bright colours and pale sky, and the general
impression is one of almost silent and peaceful relaxation. ;

Bathers was painted in the 1880s, but up to then, most paintings were either historical and religious, or
portraits of famous ladies and gentlemen. Ordinary people were not shown in art, so this painting was very
original and quite shocking. It was painted outside, not in a studio, which was also unusual at that time.

GLOSSARY

scene a picture of a place and the things that are ignore pay no attention to sb/sth
happening there sense get a feeling about sth that you can’t directly see
leisure the time when you do not have to work or hear
industry the production of goods in factories heat [U, sing] the feeling of sth hot opp cold
industrial adj bright having a lot of light ope dark; brightness n
foreground  the part of a picture that seems nearest to impression feelings or thoughts that you have about sth/sb
yobﬂckgu op:oub.ncdkgm“nd' MEENS Moground/ silent with nobody speaking
off not at work or school: have a day/week/ peaceful  quietandcalmpeacen ,
month off relaxation  time spent resting and being calm relaxing adj
bank the land along the side of a river ordinary not special or unusual ALSO normal
in the distance far away from you shocking  making you feel upset, angry or surprised in a very
: bad way
ust If you can just see sth, you can only see it
} w?:; difﬁcfmy‘ B 4 studio aroom in which an artist, photographer, etc. works

lady and gentleman

Lady is a polite way of saying 'woman'; gentleman is a polite way of saying ‘man’. It is more
polite to say 'an old lady/gentleman’ than to say ‘an old woman/man’.

Lady and gentleman also describe a man or woman who is polite, well-educated and kind:
» She’s areallady. He's a perfect gentleman.

You may also see ladies and gents on the doors of public toilets.
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56 | Verb + infinitive or -ing form

You will know many of these verbs, and others are explained in the glossary. If you need further help, use the
Word List or the @.

After some verbs we use an infinitive with to:

agree attempt forget need pretend seem
afford decide hope offer promise tend
arrange expect manage plan refuse want

He attempted to climb the north side of the mountain.
They can’t afford to buy a new car.

| tend to relax in the evenings and watch TV.

She pretended to feel happy, but | knew she wasn't.

After some verbs we use an -ing form:

admit enjoy give up (not) mind stop
avoid fancy imagine practise suggest |
consider finish keep risk take up

| avoid going to the dentist if possible.

| took up swimming to get fit.

| gave up smoking ten years ago.

| don't want to risk losing any money.

We considered moving house, but then decided to stay here.
Sara doesn’t mind sitting in front of a computer all day.

| can’t imagine spending every day in an office.

The boy admitted stealing the money.

Do you fancy going out this evening?

A few verbs can be followed by an infinitive or -ing form with a similar meaning:

start begin continue
It started raining. = It started to rain. spoTLIcHT T
Others can have slightly different meanings: When keep means to continue doing
something or to repeat an action many
like love prefer times, it is followed by an -ing form.

= Keep going until you get to the station.
| like swimming. (= | enjoy swimming.) g :::“" losing my pen. e
| like to do the housework in a particular order. (= it’s my habit or preference) SONES SHUPAMS AT

GLOSSARY
attempttodosth try to do sth, often sth difficult risk doing sth put sth or yourself in danger
afford to do sth If you can afford :lhno dosth,youhave considerdoingsth think about sth carefully
enough money for it. not mind doing sth not feel unhappy or angry about sth:
tend to do sth usually do or be sth I don’t mind getting up early.

pretendtodosth  try to make sb believe sth that isn't true imagine doingsth  make a picture of sth in your mind
refuse to do sth say you will not do sth that sb has asked avoid doing sth try not to do sth; stop sth happening

youtodo admit doing sth say that you have done sth wrong, or that
take up doing sth  start doing sth regularly, often as a hobby sth bad is true
give updoingsth  stop doing or having sth fancydoing sthinf wanttodosth

¥ ——————— MELAL LANGUAGE INSTTUTE —————————————————————
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Abbreviations used in the book

adj adjective
adv adverb

conj  conjunction

[ (of a noun) countable
inf informal
n noun

OPP  opposite

pl plural

pp past participle

prep  preposition

pt past tense

sing  singular

sb somebody

sth something

SYN  synonym

(U] (of a noun) uncountable

v verb

e N






