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MELAL LANGUAGE INSTITUTE 

FOREWORD 

MASTERING FRENCH is part of a series of language courses being presented by Barron's 
Educational Series, Inc. Intended for serious language students, these courses have been designed to 
help you achieve the fluency needed to take part in both casual conversations and serious discussions. 

This French course is the first section of the course developed by the Foreign Service Institute of 
the Department of State to train members of the Foreign Service. It can be used with an instructor in a 
classroom situation, but makes an ideal course for self-instruction. Students can repeat the material as 
often as necessary to absorb it completely. The drills also make an excellent supplement to a regular 
classroom course of study. 

Each of the first five units in this course begins with a dialogue about a particular topic, and then 
discusses four or five grammar points, generally in non-technical terms. Unit six is a review of the 
material covered to that point. 

The five units also include the following: 
l. A dialogue to provide a body of natural French conversation as a source for subsequent

drills and exercises.
2. Useful words to supplement the vocabulary with a limited number of additional words,

usually related to the topic of the dialogue.
3. Vocabulary awareness to enable the student to better identify the elements of the utterances

he learned as a whole and to regroup and review vocabulary.
4. Drills of six different kinds, each type designed for a specific purpose.

a. Lexical drills to manipulate already acquired vocabulary and improve fluency.
b. Learning drills to introduce new grammar points (with reference to the corresponding

grammar notes).
c. Practice drills to give the student an opportunity to illustrate irl sentences the grammar

point he just covered.
d. 

A
Question 

> drills to prepare the student for normal conversation.
e. nswer
f. Review drills

(Drills preceded by an (*) have been included for optional use with 
fast-moving students.) 

5. Situations to improve comprehension and serve as a basis for questions and elementary
conversation.

6. Written exercises to offer to the student opportunity to relate spoken language to the
writing system.

 








































































































































































































