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WHAT DOES ENGLISH HAVE TO DO WITH GERMAN?

English Grammar for Students of German (EGSG) explains the gram-
matical terms that are in your textbook and shows how they
relate to English grammar. Once you understand how the terms
and concepts apply to English, it will be easier for you to under-
stand and learn German grammar.

Each short chapter is divided into two sections, In English and
In German, both explain the same grammar point and alert you to
the similarities and differences between the two languages.

You will also find step-by-step tools to apply grammar rules and
to get from an English structure to a German structure. To help
you become a more efficient language learner, we offer specific
study tips for learning different types of words.

On our site, www.oliviahill.com, we help you customize EGSG
to popular 1st-year German college textbooks. Just go to German
correlations, click on the name of your textbook, and download
the pages to be read in EGSG before each lesson. To assess your
comprehension, you can download a Review Booklet and Answer
Key from our site.

Note: In keeping with our approach to introduce grammar from
the perspective of the language of today’s students, our examples
are based on contemporary spoken English. The standard written
English equivalent is also given to facilitate the transition to
German.

TiPs FOR LEARNING GRAMMAR

Grammar is one of the tools you need to communicate orally and
in writing. Grammar rules are very useful because they enable a
speaker to move from the particular to the general. For instance,
the grammar rule to put an “s” when there is there is more than
one object (book vs. books) enables us to apply that to other
words (table vs. tables). Without rules, we’d be forced to memo-
rize every word separately.

1. Reading a grammar rule in your textbook is not sufficient.
Make sure that you understand the explanation. Studying the
examples to see how they illustrate the rule is as important as
understanding the rule itself. If anything is not clear, be sure
to ask the teacher at the first opportunity. Clear up problems
as early as possible so that you don’t fall behind.
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. As you progress in your studies, review previous lessons regu-

larly. To facilitate learning, textbooks tend to focus on one
grammar point per section. Bear in mind that these points are
not independent; they are part of a whole. In other words, as
you learn new rules, don’t forget the ones you learned before.

. Repetitive use of grammar rules in different contexts will help

you understand how they are applied and how useful they are.

TiPs FOR LEARNING VOCABULARY

One aspect of language learning is remembering many foreign
words.

To learn vocabulary — Flashcards are a good, handy tool for
learning new words and their meaning. You can carry them with
you, group them as you wish, and add information as you
advance. Creating your own flashcards is an important first step in
learning vocabulary.

1

2.

. Write the German word or expression on one side of an index

card and its English equivalent on the other side.

On the German side add a short sentence using the word or
expression. To make sure that your sentence is grammatically
correct, copy an example from your textbook substituting the
names of people and places with ones you know. It will be
easier for you to remember a word in a familiar context. For
review purposes, note down the page number of your textbook
where the word is introduced.

. On the German side include any irregularities and whatever

information is relevant to the word in question. You will find
specific suggestions under the Study Tips sections.

How to use the cards — Regardless of the side you're working on,
always say the German word out loud.

1.

Look at the German side first. Going from German to English is
easier than from English to German because it only requires
your recognizing the German word. Read the German word(s)
out loud, giving the English equivalent, then check your answer
on the English side.

. When you go easily from German to English, turn the cards to

the English side. Going from English to German is harder than
going from German to English because you have to pull the
word and its spelling out of your memory. Say the German
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equivalent out loud as you write it down, then check the
spelling. Some students prefer closing their eyes and visual-
izing the German word and its spelling.

3. As you progress, put aside the cards you know and concentrate
on the ones you still don’t know.

How to remember words — Below are suggestions to help you
associate a German word with an English word with a similar
meaning. This is the first step and it will put the German word in
your short-term memory. Use and practice, the next step, will put
the words in your long-term memory.

1. Sometimes words are easy to learn because they are similar in
English and German. These words are easy to recognize in
German, but you will have to concentrate on the differences in
spelling and pronunciation.

address Adresse
to swim schwimmen
green griun

2. Try to associate the German word with another German word
that you already know.

Freund freundlich friend, friendly
abfahren Abfahrt to depart, departure
klein verkleinern small, to reduce

3. If the German word has no similarities to English, rely on any
association that is meaningful to you. Different types of associ-
ations work for different people. Find the one that works best
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