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Preface to the Sixth Edition 

It is now more than 60 years since this book was first 
published. It has gone through many revisions, and additions 

have been made at different times in its history. With the 

millennium approaching it was decided that there were some 
points of usage which are no ·longer relevant and so this new 
edition has been prepared . The content has been completely 
reviewed in the light of modem English usage, and the type­
faces and design up-dated for clarity. 

And yet the original concept and, indeed, most of the 
original mistakes listed, are still pertinent to students of 

English even in the year 2000. This little book has sold 
several hundred thousand copies all over the world and 
seems likely to go on doing so. 

The author's note on how the book should be used is on 
page vii, with an addition for this edition. 
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How this book should be used 

students of English as a foreign language who are preparing 

work either as part of their studies or for their occupations. 
With a view to this, it is suggested that, when a question of 
correct usage arises, the student should look first for the core 

word in the index and so find the section detailing the usage. 
For example, is it by foot or on foot? Look up foot in the 
index and you will be directed to Section 13 which will 

explain that on foot is correct. 
Students and teachers will decide for themselves what is 

the best way to use this book. What is constant is the quality 
of content and how helpful it is to all those who use English 
as a foreign language . 

. . .
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Part 1 

1 6 Confidence in, not to. 

Don't say: I have great confidence to you. 

✓ Say: I have great confidence in you.

Note: In confidence: Let me tell you something in confidence (= as a secret)

1 7 Conform to, not with. 

Don't say: We must conform with the rules. 

✓ Say: We must conform to the rules.

Note: comply takes with: We'// comply with your request

18 Congratulate on, not for. 

Don't say: I congratulate you for your success. 
✓ Say: I congratulate you on your success.

19 Consist of, not from. 

Don't say: A year consists from twelve months. 
✓ Say: A year consists of twelve months.

Note: Take great care never to use consist in the passive form.

2 0 Covered with, not by. 

Don't say: The mountains are covered by snow. 
✓ Say: The mountains are covered with/in snow.

21 Cure of, not from. 

Don't say: The man was cured from his illness. 
✓ Say: The man was cured of his illness.

Note: The noun cure takes for: There is no cure for that disease.

22 Depend on or upon, not from. 

Don't say: It depends from her. 
✓ Say: It depends on (or upon) her.

Note: Rely on or upon. I can't rely on (or upon) him.
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Misused forms 

23 Deprive of, not from. 
Don't say: Nelson Mandela was deprived from his 
freedom. 

✓ Say: Nelson Mandela was deprived of his freedom.

24 Die of an illness, not from an illness. 
Don't say: Many people have died from malaria. 

✓ Say: Many people have died of malaria.

Note: People die of illness, of hunger, of thirst, of or from wounds; from

overwork; by violence, by the sword, by pestilence; in battle; for their countr
for a cause; through neglect; on the scaffold; at the stake.

2 5 Different from, not than. 
Don't say: My book is different than yours. 

✓ Say: My book is different from yours.

26 Disappointed by, about or at, not from. 
(a) by/at/about:

Don't say: Phillipa was disappointed from the low

mark she got in the test.
✓ Say: Phillipa was disappointed by/about/at the low

mark she got in the test.

(b) with/in:

Don't say: Jane was disappointed from her son.

✓ Say: Jane was disappointed with/in her son.

Note: Before a person we use with or in, before a thing we use at, about or
by and before a gerund we use at: Keith is very disappointed at not winning

the prize. We use that (optional before a new clause): / was disappointed

(that) I didn't get an invitation.

2 7 Divide into parts, not in parts. 
Don't say: I divided the cake in four parts. 

✓ Say: I divided the cake into four parts.

Note: A thing may be divided in half or in two: Paul divided the apple in half

(or in two).
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Part 1 

Note 2: We warn a person against a fault: Hts teacher warned him against 

breaking the rules. 

7 4 Write in ink, not with ink. 
Don't say: I've written the letter with ink. 

✓ Say: I've written the letter in ink.
Note: We use in when we are referring to the final work: The drawing was

done in charcoal. Dora writes her letters in green ink. When we are referring to

the instrument used we use with: The children are learning to write with a

pen. Helen prefers to paint with a thin brush.

(See Exercises 73-76 on pages 168-170)

Misuse of the infinitive 

Use the gerund and not the infinitive: 

(a) After prepositions or preposition phrases:

7 5 Without, etc. + -ing. 

Don't say: Do your work without to speak. 

✓ Say: Do your work without speaking.

76 Instead of, etc. + -ing. 

Don't say: He went away instead to wait. 

✓ Say: He went away instead of waiting.

(b) After words which regularly take a preposition:

77 Capable of+ -ing. 

Don't say: They're quite capable to do that. 

✓ Say: They're quite capable of doing that.

14 

Note: Also incapable of; to + the infinitive follows able or unable: He

is unable to do anything.















Misused forms 

Note: This rule doesn't apply (1) to verbs within quotations, (2) to facts that are 

true at all times. We say: 

1 She said, 'I am wa1t1ng for your answer'. 

2 He said that London is a great city. 

108 Using will/'ll instead of would/'d in a subordinate 

clause. 

Don't say: He said (that) he will/'11 come tomorrow. 
✓ Say: He said (that) he would/'d come tomorrow.

Will/'11 changes to would/'d in subordinate clauses. when the verb in the ma,n

clause 1s in a past tense.

109 Using may instead of might in a subordinate clause. 
Don't say: Last Sunday Ailsa told me that she may 

come. 

✓ Say: Last Sunday Ailsa told me that she might come.

May changes to might 1n subordinate clauses, when the verb 1n the main

clause ,s in the past simple tense.

Note: The conjunction that is never preceded by a comma.

110 Using can instead of could in a subordinate clause. 
Don't say: Ben thought he can win the prize. 

✓ Say: Ben thought he could win the prize.

Can changes to could in subordinate clauses, when the verb in the main clause

1s in the past simple tense.

(For Sections 107-110 see Exercises 22 and 23 on
pages 147-148.)

111 Using the past simple tense after to + the infinitive. 

Don't say: He tried to kicked the ball away. 
✓ Say: He tried to kick the ball away.

Don't use the simple past tense after to.

21 



Part 1 

112 Using the past simple tense after an auxiliary verb, 
instead of the past participle. 
Don't say: I've forgot to bring my book. 

✓ Say: I've forgotten to bring my book.

Use the past participle (and not the past tense) with the auxiliary verb have and

its parts.

113 Using must or ought tn to express a past obligation. 
Don't say: You ought to come yesterday. 

✓ Say: You ought to have come yesterday.
Or: You should have come yesterday.

Don't use must and ought to as past tenses. To express a past duty (which

wasn't done) use the perfect infinitive without to after ought to or should,

or expressions such as had to, was obliged to.

Note: In indirect speech use must and ought to as past tenses: He said he

must do it.

114 Using the present perfect instead of the simple past 
tense. 
Don't say: I have seen a good film yesterday. 

✓ Say: I saw a good film yesterday.

Use the simple past tense (and not the present perfect) for an action completed

in the past at a stated time.

Note: When a sentence has a word or a phrase denoting past time, like

yesterday, last night, last week, last year, then, ago, etc., always use a

simple past tense.

115 Using the simple past tense instead of the present 
perfect. 
Don't say: I saw the Parthenon of Athens. 

✓ Say: I have seen the Parthenon of Athens.

22 

If we ore :;peaking of the result of a past action rather than of the action itself,
we must use the present perfect tense. When somebody says,/ have seen the

Parthenon, he or she is not thinking so much of the past act of seeing it, as of

the present result of that past action.





Part 1 

121 Using the present continuous for a habitual action, 

instead of the simple present. 
Don't say: Every morning I'm going for a walk. 

✓ Say: Every morning I go for a walk.

Use the simple present (and not the present continuous) to express a present
habitual action.

Note: Use the present continuous to express a habitual action with the word
always or with a verb denoting a continuous state: He is always talking in

class; He is living in London.

122 Using the verb to use for the present habitual action. 
Don't say: I use to get up at six every morning. 

✓ Say: I get up at six every morning.
Or: I'm accustomed to getting up at six, etc.

The verb to use doesn't express a habit in the present. / use means I employ:

I use a pen to write with.

Note: Used to expresses a past state or habit and it usually refers to some old
c '.Jdt1on which no longer exists: / used to see him every day; My father used

to play football very well.

123 Using the past continuous for a habitual action, 
instead of the simple past tense. 
Don't say: Last year I was walking to school every day. 

✓ Say: Last year I walked to school every day.

Use the simple past tense to express a habit in the past, and not the past
continuous.

Note: Use the past continuous tense to describe events in the past happening at
the time another action took place / was walking to school when I met him.

124 Using the past tense instead of the past perfect. 
Don't say: The train already left before I arrived. 

✓ Say: The train had already left before I arrived.

24 

Use the past perfect when the time of one past action is more past than that of 
another. Put the action which was completed first in the past perfect and the
second action in the past tense.













Part 1 

143 Misuse of noun/verb homonyms. 
Don't say: Becky played a good play of chess. 

✓ Say: Becky played a good game of chess.

Some verbs and nouns do ha� the same form and analogous meaning in

English: The police fight a hard fight. Heather dreams long vivid dreams. If you

lie the lie will catch you out! The company danced an African dance. However,

we seldom use the same word like this. Usually we try to avoid it in some way:

She fought a long battle with them. If you lie you will be caught out. The

company did an African dance.

144 Using the relative pronoun which for persons. 
Don't say: I've a brother which is at sch_ool. 

✓ Say: I've a brother who is at school.

Only use which as a relative pronoun for animals or things. The right pronoun

to use for people is who (whose, whom).

145 Using what or which after everything, etc. 
Don't say: I heard everything which (or what) he said. 

✓ Say: I heard everything (that) he said.

Don't use the relative pronouns which and what after everything, all,

something, anything, a lot, (not much), little, or nothing. We can use that

after these words. or 1t can be omitted.

146 Who and whom. 

Don't say: I saw the woman whom you said lived next 
door. 

✓ Say: I saw the woman (who) you said lived next door.

30 

We rarely use whom in modern English. We still use it after prepositions to,

by, with, after, on etc. For example, The girl to whom you were speaking is

N,genan. We prefer to avoid this nowadays by changing the order of the 

sentence: The girl you were speaking to is Nigerian. You can also use that in 

place of who· The girl that you were speaking to is Nigerian.

(For Sections 144-146 see Exercise 18 on page 145.)





Part 1 

parenthesis. In sentence (b) whom is the object of I saw; do you think is a 
parenthesis. 

(For Sections 149 and 150 see Exercise 19 on 

page 145.) 

151 Using one other instead of another. 

Don't say: Please give me one other book. 

✓ Say: Please give me another book.

Another is formed from an and other, but instead of being written an other

it's written as one word another.

152 Using the superlative instead of the comparative. 
Don't say: John is the tallest of the two boys. 

✓ Say: John is the taller of the two boys.

Use the comparative when two people or things are compared. See 154.

153 Using from after the comparative instead of than. 
Don't say: Amy is taller from her brother. 

✓ Say: Amy is taller than her brother.

Adjectives (or adverbs) in the comparative are followed by than and not by from

154 Using the comparative instead of the superlative. 
Don't say: Cairo is the larger city in Africa. 

✓ Say: Cairo is the largest city in Africa.

Use the superlative when more than two persons or things are compared.

1 5 5 Using the more instead of most. 

Don't say: The more people will agree with me. 
✓ Say: Most people will agree with me.

32 

Use most (not the more) when you mean the ma1onty of.

Note: Use the more In sentences like: The more I complain, the morP

laugh. The more we write. the happier our tutor bec9mes.

















Part 1 

Un-English expressions 

Mistakes often result from too close a translation into 
English of foreign idiomatic expressions. The following are 

examples of such mistakes: 

186 Take an exam, not give an exam. 
Don't say: The pupil gave his exam. 

✓ Say: The pupil took his exam.

Note: The teacher gives or sets the exam. The student takes the exam or sits

the exam.

187 To be right or wrong, not to have right or wrong. 
Don't say: You've right or You've wrong. 

✓ Say: You're right or You're wrong.

188 To be busy, not to have work. 
Don't say: I have much work this morning. 

✓ Say: I'm very busy this mo'rning.

Note: We can say: I have a lot of work to do this morning.

189 It's cold, etc., not it has cold, etc. 
Don't say: It has cold this winter. 

✓ Say: It's cold this winter.

190 Go for a walk, not make a walk. 

Don't say: We made a walk along the river. 
✓ Say: We went for a walk along the river.

Note: We can also say: We had a walk or We took a walk along the river.

40 



Mis used forms 

1 91 Go for a ride on a bicycle, etc., not go for a walk on 

a bicycle, etc. 
Don't say: We went for a walk on our bicycles. 

✓ Say: We went for a ride on our bicycles.

Note: We ride on a bicycle, on horseback, etc., but we ride in a bus, train, or

other public vehicle.

192 Mount or get on a horse, etc. not ride a horse, etc. 
Don't say: Peter rode his horse and went home. 

✓ Say: Peter got on his horse and rode home.

Note: To ride denotes a continuous action. To mount or to get on denotes a

simple action.

193 Dismount or get off a horse, etc., not come down from 
a horse, etc. 
Don't say: They came down from their horses. 

✓ Say: They got off their horses.

Note: We get out of a taxi or a car. We get on or off the train, the bus, etc.

1 94 Go on foot, not go with the feet. 

Don't say: Shall we go there with the feet? 
✓ Say: Shall we go there on foot?

195 Take or have a shower, not make a shower. 

Don't say: I make a shower every morning. 
✓ Say: I take a shower every morning.

Or: I have a shower every morning.

Note: When speaking of the sea or the river, say: to bathe, to have a bathe,

to go for a bathe, to go bathing; to go for a swim or to go swimming.

1 96 Ask a question, not make a question. 

Don't say: Naomi made me several questions. 

✓ Say: Naomi asked me several questions.

41 



































Part 2 

2 71 Omission of the direct object when there are 
two objects. 
Don't say: I asked him for some ink, and he gave me. 

✓ Say: I asked him for some ink, and he gave me some.

Some transitive verbs, like give, bring, send, tell, buy, show, must have two

expressed objects, direct and indirect: here, some is the direct object of gave.

272 The object of the verb enjoy omitted. 
Don't say: I enjoyed during the holidays. 

✓ Say: I enjoyed myself during the holidays.
Or: I enjoyed my holidays.

Don't follow the verb enjoy by a preposition. It must always have an object,

which may either be a reflexive pronoun or a noun.

Note We say: I had a good time, as this is an idiomatic expression, but we

can't say I enjoyed my time. We must specify: / enjoyed my time in Greece.

273 Omission of the noun after an adjective. 
Don't say: The unfortunate was shot dead. 

✓ Say: The unfortunate man was shot dead.

The noun that comes after an adjective can't be understood; it must

be expressed.

Note· Omit the noun after an adJective only when the adjective is used as a 

noun in the plural The poor envy the rich. 

274 Omission of the word and between numbers. 
D.'"JI/! .::-2y: Eight thousand thirty-seven. 

✓ Say: -�
0
bt thousand and thirty-seven.

l • . ri12 -�.,junction and to connect hundred, thousand, million to a number

I L,'rlS Oi Ur 'tS.

•. 

275 Omission of the word or between numbers. 
Don't say: I've only two, three friends. 

✓ Say: I've only two or three friends.

58 

We must always insert the conjunction or between numbers like this: two or

three men, five or six pages, eight or ten days.





































































































































































Exercises 

Adjectives 

Comparative or superlative 

(Sections 151-156, 470) 

Exercise 7 

Rewrite the following with the correct adjectives in 
brackets: 

1 He's the (strong) boy in the whole school. 
2 Of the two sisters, Mary is the (beautiful). 

3 Ann is the (young) of four sisters. 
4 John is the ( old) of all my friends. 
5 This is the (good) novel I've ever read. 
6 Which do you think is (good), tea or coffee? 
7 Iron is the (useful) of all metals. 
8 The Nile is the (long) river in Africa. 
9 Which of the two girls is (tall)? 

1 0 David is (bad) than his brother. 

Exercise 8 

Correct the following, giving reasons for your corrections: 

1 Alexandria is smaller from Cairo. 
2 New York is the larger city in the United States. 
3 He's the better student from all. 
4 John is more stronger than his brother. 
5 My handwriting is more bad than my sister's. 
6 �ich is the heaviest you or I? 
7 Which of these three girls is the elder? 
8 This boy's manners are more good than his brother's. 
9 Which of the girls is the taller in the class? 

1 0 Mount Everest is the higher mountain of the world. 

140 



















Exercises 

Exercise 25 

Supply the correct tense, Simple Past Tense or Past 
Continuous, in the following: 

1 When I (come) in, it (rain). 

2 Many years ago people (travel) on horseback. 
3 I (meet) him as I (go) home. 
4 He (go) to another school last year. 
5 My father (play) football in his youth. 
6 We (eat) our dinner when he (come) to visit us. 
7 In the past he (smoke) a great deal. 
8 They (shout) when the teacher (enter) the room. 
9 Last year he (study) very hard. 

10 While he (play) football he (lose) his watch. 

Exercise 26 

Supply the correct tense, Simple Past Tense or Present 
Perfect, in the following: 

1 He (come) back last week. 
2 I just (finish) my work. 
3 I (live) in London last year. 
4 The bell (ring) five minutes ago. 
5 I (see) the Pyramids of Egypt. 
6 He (write) the book in 1936. 
7 She (be) ill with fever since last Saturday. 
8 The ship (arrive) yesterday. 
9 I (stay) at my uncle's last night. 

10 I (deposit) the money in the bank. 
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Exercises 

Exercise 27 

Supp]y the correct tense, Simple Past Tense or Past Perfect, 
in the following: 

1 I ( want) to see you yesterday. 
2 He (tetl) me that he (see) me the day before yesterday. 
3 There (be) a strong wind last night. 
4 The girl (find) the book which she (lose). 
5 When I (run) a mile, I (be) very tired. 
6 The tourist (talk) about the countries she (visit). 
7 \Vhen I (be) a boy I (study) music. 
8 The Romans (speak) Latin. 
9 After he (finish) his work he (go) to bed. 

10 She (sleep) an hour when I (wake) her. 

Exercise 28 

Complete the following, using the correct tense: 

1 We'll go for a picnic, if __ _ 
2 I'll visit the Pyramids when __ _ 
3 Some people talk as if __ _ 
4 Since he came here 

---

5 You would have passed if __ _ 

Exercise 29 

Rewrite the following with the verbs in brackets in the 
correct tense: 

1 After he (finish) his work he (go) home. 
2 I (study) English for two years. 
3 I (finish) my work this morning. 
4 I (do) my homework before Tom (call) for me. 

5 He said he ( will) go to the cinema. 
6 I not (see) her since Wednesday. 
7 I (speak) to her five minutes ago. 
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Exercises 

Exercise 45 

Use the correct form of sit, seat, or set in the following: 

1 Please down. ---

2 Please yourself. 
3 Please be ---

4 The sun ___ in the west. 
5 The boat will ___ twelve people. 
6 The old man was ___ ing by the fire. 
7 ___ the vase on the table. 
8 The dog was ___ ing on the chair. 
9 The teacher __ the boys as they came in. 

1 0 I once ___ irr that famous chair. 

Exercise 46 

Use the correct form of rise or raise in the following: 

1 Prices ____ during the war. 
2 He promised to ___ her salary. 
3 The balloon ___ in the sky. 
4 The sun ___ at six o'clock. 
5 He ___ his hat to the teacher. 
6 The box is too heavy, I can't ___ it. 
7 She __ from her seat and left the room. 
8 I ___ very early in the morning. 
9 The teacher told him not to ___ his voice. 

10 We had ___ from table before she came in. 

Exercise 47 

Use the correct form of wear, put on, or dress in the following: 

1 She often ___ a green coat. 

2 I ___ ffi'Y coat and went out. 

3 The mother ___ the child. 
4 She ___ a beautiful dress at the dance. 
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Exercises 

The infinitive without to

(Sections 321-331) 

Exercise 65 

Make sentences of your own, using an infinitive after each 

of the following verbs: 

1 can 3 may 
2 could 4 might 

5 must 
6 let 

7 make 
8 see 

9 hear 
10 feel 

Adverbs 

Wrong position of adverbs 

(Sections 353-359) 

Exercise 66 

Rewrite the following sentences, placing the adverbs or 
adverbial phrases in the right position: 

1 I can speak very well English. 
2 I like very much music. 
3 A beginner can't speak correctly English. 

4 The teacher explained very well the problem. 
5 Michael recorded with his video camera the concert. 

6 He put into his pocket the money. 

7 He likes very much tea. 
8 She learnt by heart the poem. 

9 I received from my aunt a nice present. 
1 0 He shut quickly the book. 
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Exercises 

Exercise 74 

Rewrite the following sentences, using the correct 
prepositions: 

1 He was accused for lying. 
2 I'm surprised from the news. 
3 I'm interested for football. 
4 Water is composed from oxygen and hydrogen. 
5 Are you sure for his honesty. 
6 She's very good in English. 
7 When is he leaving to England? 
8 That depends entirely from you. 
9 She was dressed with a yellow dress. 

10 He did his best to comply to the requirements. 

Exercise 75 

Write sentences, using the following words with suitable 
prepositions: 

aim boast insist marry 
deprive ·die different fail 
repent succeed good interested 
afraid used 1001'- satisfied 
pleased ashamed depend prefer 

Exercise 76 

Make sentences of your own, showing clearly the 
difference between the following: 

1 arrive at/ arrive in 
2 angry with/angry at 
3 pleased with/pleased at 
4 look at/look for 

169 







C;J�!e' C;)� c,: �re,.. 

Exercises 

Exercise 81 

Use between or among in these sentences: 

1 The work was shared all of them. 
---

2 He divided the money ___ his three children. 

3 He hid ___ the trees. 
4 The President walked ___ the two lines of soldiers. 
5 ___ all those children, he didn't have a single friend. 
6 There was a fight ___ the two gangs. 
7 The ball passed ___ the goal posts. 
8 We are ___ friends. 
9 His subject was 'Life ___ the Eskimos.' 

1 0 The cake was divided the two girls. 

Exercise 82 

In the following sentences, choose the correct preposition 
in brackets: 

1 He's been ill (from, since) last Friday. 
2 You've sold your car (at, for) a good price. 
3 I sold my bicycle (at, for) forty pounds. 
4 I expect to return (after, in) a week. 
5 I can wait (to, till) next Tuesday. 
6 We draw lines (by, with) a ruler. 
7 She's been absent (since, for) a month. 

8 They spoke (for, about) the weather. 
9 He worked (with, by) candle light. 

10 You can send the parcel (with, by) post. 
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Exercises 

Exercise 85 

Make sentences of your own, using suitable prepos1uons 
after the following: 

1 ask 
2 explain 
3 knock 

4 listen 
5 remind 
6 say 

7 search 
8 speak 

9 wait 
10 wish 

Unnecessary prepositions 

(Sections 284-300) 

Exercise 86 

Use each of the following in a separate sentence: 

1 answer 

2 attack 

3 approach 

4 enter 
5 reach 
6 tell 

7 behind 
8 inside 

Exercise 87 

9 outside 
10 around 

Fill in the blanks with prepositions where necessary: 

1 Let's play outside ___ the house. 
2 She's searching ___ her Walkman. 
3 I waited ___ him outside the cinema. 
4 We entered ___ a long discussion. 
5 I taught my dog to obey ___ me. 
6 He entered ___ the house by the back door. 
7 Twins resemble ___ each other. 
8 The poor always wish ___ riches. 

9 I told __ him the truth. 

1 0 I promised to write ___ my mother. 
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Exercises 

Confusion of parts of speech 
(Sections 555-584) 

Exercise 89 

Fill each blank with the correct word: as or like. 

1 Act a gentleman! 

2 He does he pleases. 
3 She behaved a baby. 

4 She looks her mother. 

5 Do he does. 

6 Play the game she does. 

7 He dances Fred Astaire. 
8 You walk she does. 
9 He acted just the rest. 

10 He speaks an Englishman. 

Exercise 90 

Fill each blank with the correct word: no or not.

1 I have ___ time to play. 
2 She has a good memory. 

3 He had reason to be angry. 
4 There is enough furniture in this room. 
5 Your plan is different from mine. 
6 I had patience with him. 
7 There were fewer than a thousand people. 
8 There is furniture in this room. 
9 She has enough money. 

10 I want more, thank you. 
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Exercises 

2 5 He got down from his. bicycle and spoke me. 
(193, 236) 

26 He travelled with the train from the Alexandria. 
(13, 301) 

27 She wouldn't take fewer than hundred pounds. 
(477, 250) 

28 The two first pages of my book has been lost. 
(373, 554) 

29 The knife was laying on the table where I lay it. (400) 
30 That punishment will learn him to do not do it again. 

(427, 359) 
31 You neither work at school or at your house. 

(181, 372, 489) 
32 I can't understand because he don't speak clear. 

(243, 578) 
33 The man which you saw him yesterday is very rich. 

(144; 336) 
34 She said that she's never not gone at London. 

(107, 167, 379) 
35 I think to go to home for to spend the holidays. 

(83, 351, 345) 
36 The office is open on the morning at Saturday. (383) 
37 It's two years since I began to study the English. 

(117, 306) 
38 She told that she was at England before three years. 

(398, 381, 458) 
39 He was angry at me because I said him he has wrong. 

(6, 398, 107, 187) 
40 When I went to home I found that the money was 

disappeared. (351, 160) 
4 1 He said to me that he is not satisfied from his teacher. 

(398, 107, 59) 
42 She told that she can't remember nothing about it. 

(398, 107, 167) 
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Index 

C 

can, third person wrongly used 
after 106; for could, in 
subordinate clause, 110 

can to, 321 
can't help (= can't avoid), 

misuse of infinitive after, 86 
(note) 

capable of, misuse of infinitive 
after, 77 

car, go by, or in a, 13 (note) 
care for, for take care of, 450 
careful for, 12 
catch by, 68 (note) 
cause of and reason for, 492 
centre and middle, 494 
certain of, 65 (note) 
characters, for character, 520 
charge with, 2 (note) 
church, misuse of article 

before, 315 
cinema, the wrongly omitted 

before, 254 
clear, for clean, 486 
clever at, 36 (note 1) 
client, for customer, 496 
cloth and cloths, 538 (note) 
clothes, use of, 504; misused as 

singular, 538 
come down from a horse, etc., 

193 
Comparative, misuse of from 

after, 153; for Superlative, 
154; omission of other after, 
262; double, 340 

complain for, 14 
comply with, 17 (note) 
composed from, 15 
comprise of, 288

Condition, improbable, 130; 
counterfactual/impossible 131 

confidence to, 16 
conform with, 17 
congratulate for, 18 
Conjunction, position of, in 

time clause, 371; correlative, 
misplaced, 372 

consider as, 344 
consist, wrongly used in the 

passive, 19 (note) 
consist from, 19 
content with, 59 (note) 
convince and persuade, 415 
correct, for repair, 423 
cost, for price, 508 
could, for was able to, 426 
could to, 322 
country, misuse of, 177 
covered by, 20 
coward, misused as adiective, 

566 
cure from, 21 
cure (n) for, 21 (note) 
custom, for habit, 491 
customer and client, 496 
cut one's hair, 214 

D 

damages, for damage, 518 
day, wrongly preceded by a, 

169 
deal with and deal in, 410 
delighted with, 59 (note) 
deny, for refuse, 416 
depend from, 22 
dependent on, 39 (note) 
deprive from, 23 
did, misuse of Past tense after, 

104; omission of, in 
question, 256 
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Index 

nor, verb misplaced after, 363 
not, misplacing of, with 

compound verb, 358; with 
negative infinitive, 359 

Not everybody, 364, (note) 
not only, verb misplaced after 

adjective, 363 
not so, for not very, 460 
nothing which, 145 
Noun, wrongly omitted after 

adjective 273 
noun/verb homonyms, misuse 

of, 143 
Number, non-agreement of 

verb in, 554 

0 

obey to, 292 
Object, omission of, 270-271; 

wrong repetition of, 337; 
with infinitive, 338; direct 
misplaced, 366; indirect, 
misplaced, 367 

object to, misuse of infinitive 
after, 80 

Objective, misuse of, after to 
be,136; afterthan,137; 
before gerund, 139; in 
double genitive, 140 

often, position of, 354 
old, wrongly omitted from age, 

276; use of, 482 
older and elder, 4 70 
on (time), use of, 383 
one, wrongly omitted before 

hundred and thousand, 250; 
as demonstrative pronoun, 
265; for a or an, 475 

one and a half, etc., misuse of, 
171 

one other, 151 
one time, 168 
open the light, 208 
opened, misused as adjective, 

562 
opposite from, 48 
or, wrongly omitted between 

numbers, 275 
organ, for instrument, 512 
other, wrongly omitted after 

Comparative, 262 
others, misused as adjective, 

567 
ought to, past obligation, 113 
outside of, 299 

p 

pain, misused as verb, 572 
Participle, unrelated, 163 
pass from a place, 49 
Passive form, intransitive verb 

wrongly used in, 160; to be 
wrongly omitted from, 255 

past, for passed, 584; uses of, 
584 (note) 

Past continuous, misuse of, 
123; use of, 123 (note) 

Past Participle, .misplacing of, 
369 

Past perfect, for simple past, 
125 

Past progressive, see Past 
continuous 

Past tense, wrongly used after 
did, 104; after to, 111; for 
Past participle, 112; for 
Present perfect, 115-116; for 
Past perfect, 124; -d or -ed 
wrongly omitted from, 244; 
use of, with ago, 458 (note) 
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Index 

Q 

Question, phrases, 164 (note): 
do, does, or did wrongly 

omitted from, 256 
quick at, 36 (note 1

) 

R 

raise, for rise, 402 
rarely, verb misplaced after, 

363; use of, 463 
reach at, 294 
read, for study, 443 
reason, for cause, 492 
Reflexive pronoun, misuse of , 

141; use of, 141 (note)
refuse, and deny, 416 
rejoice for, 56 
related with 57 

' relation to, 57 (note) 
Relative clause, personal 

pronoun misused with 336-
misplaced, 370; when ' ' 

enclosed within commas 
370 (note) 

rely on, or upon, 22 (note) 
remain, for stay, 404 
remember, misuse of infinitive 

after 93; for remind 435 
remind, for remind of,

1

231 
repent from, 58 
repentance for, 58 (note) 
replace, for substitute, 422 
reply, for reply to, 232 
resemblance, use of, 295 (note) 
resemble to, 295 
rest, misused as adjective, 560 
return back, 342

riches, misused as singular 539 
rid from, 34 
ride, for get on, 192 

rise and raise, 402 
risk, misuse of infinitive after 

94 
rob, for steal, 413 
round of

, 
300 

s 

same, wrong relative after 148
satisfied from, 59 ' 

say and tell, 398 
say for say to, 233; idioms 

with, 398 (note
) 

say a lie
, 

206 (note
)

say the truth, 206 
scarcely, position of, 354; for

rarely, 463 
scene and scenery, 493 
school, misuse of article before 

314 ' 

scissor, 536 
sea, go by, 13 (note) 

search
, 

for search for 234·
' 

,
meaning of, 234 (note) 

seat, for sit, 401 
see

, 
for look, 433

see ... to, 328 
see a dream, 203 
seize by, 68 (note) 
seldom, position of, 354; verb

misplaced after
, 

363 
senior to, 64 (note) 
Sequences of tenses 107· , , 

exceptions to the rule of 
107 (note) 

set (verb); idioms with, 401 
(note) 

shade and shadow, 495
shake with, 72 (note) 
shall and will, 396 (note) 
shall, for may, 397 
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